Message

From: Dalzell, Sally [Dalzell.Sally@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/6/2017 2:09:36 PM

To: Shuster, Kenneth [Shuster.Kenneth@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: Propublica (9-1) At Last, Air Monitor Set to Test for Lead Near Military Open Burn Site

Sally M. Dalzell, Senior Counsel

Federal Facilities Enforcement Office, 2261A
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20004

(202)564-2583

(202) 501-0069 (fax)

bt/ wwrw Tedeenter goy

NOTICE: ENFORCEMENT CONFIDENTIAL AND/OR ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED: DO NOT RELEASE UNDER FOIA: This
message is being sent by or on behalf of an attorney. It is intended exclusively for the individual(s) or entity(s) to whom
or to which it is addressed. This communication may contain information that is proprietary, privileged, or confidential
or otherwise legally exempt from disclosure. If you are not the named addressee, you are not authorized to read, print,
retain, copy, or disseminate this message or any part of it. If you have received this message in error, please notify the
sender immediately by email and delete all copies of the message.

From: Isales, Daniel

Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 8:59 AM

To: Cinti, Thomas <Cinti.Thomas@epa.gov>; Dalzell, Sally <Dalzell.Sally@epa.gov>; Chambers, Tia
<CHAMBERS. TIA@EPA.GOV>

Subject: FW: Propublica {9-1) At Last, Air Monitor Set to Test for Lead Near Military Open Burn Site

Daniel L. Isales (3RC60)

United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region Il
Environmental Science Center

701 Mapes Road

Fort Meade, Maryland 20755-5350

(410) 305-3016
sales.daniel@epa.gov

From: Seneca, Roy

Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 8:57 AM

To: Isales, Daniel <}sales.Danisl@ena.gov>; limenez, Jose <HMEMNEZ JOSEGEPA GOV>; pizarro, luis

<gizarro luis@epa.gov>; Beers, Samantha <Beers Samantha@epa.gov>; morris, makeba <morris.makeba@epa.gov>;
Rose, Kenneth <Rgse Kennethi@epa.gov>; Hamilton, Brian <Hamilton Brian@epa.gov>; D'Andrea, Michael
<DANDREAMICHAEL@EPA GOV>; White, Terri-A <White. Terr-A@epa gov>; schafer, joan <schafer. jcani@epa.gov>;
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Miller, Linda <miller.linda@epagov>
Subject: Propublica (9-1) At Last, Air Monitor Set to Test for Lead Near Military Open Burn Site

hitns:/www . pronublica.ore/article/at-last-air-monitor-sel-to-fest-for-lead-
near-militarv-onen-burn-site

At Last, Air Monitor Set to Test for Lead Near
Military Open Burn Site

For decades, residents near the Radford ammunition plant in Virginia
have worried about the threat from munitions burning. A monitor
near a school outside of the plant might start to offer answers.

by Abralun Lustsarien

Sept. 1, 8 am. EDT

Virginia environment officials say they will soon begin monitoring the air near a public elementary school
outside the town of Radford amid concerns that pollution from an Army weapons plant there is endangering
people’s health.

For the first time in the more than 65 years since the facility, the Radford Army Ammunition Plant, began
burning hazardous explosives and other waste without environmental controls, the monitoring will measure how
much lead reaches the surrounding community. Officials may add the capability to measure arsenic, chromium
and other pollutants as well.

facilities despite the fact it has been banned by law for years at almost every other type of industrial operation.
The Radford plant is just one of at least 51 military sites across the country where dangerous materials are
burned on a regular basis, according to documents obtained from the Environmental Protection Agency and
reported by ProPublica.

The Department of Defense and environmental regulators have insisted that the burns are safe, but those
assurances have relied on computer models to estimate the pollution and officials had never measured the actual
emissions — either at the burn sites within the boundaries of the military bases, or in the surrounding civilian
residential areas.

According to the federal toxic release inventory, the Radford plant is the single largest polluter in Virginia,
responsible for millions of pounds of toxic chemicals every year. Some who live near Radford fear that the
pollution has contributed to poor health in the region, including unusually high rates of thyroid disease and
elevated rates of cancer in the surrounding counties.

But the health links have never been studied and no measures have ever been taken of the reach of the actual
pollution from the plant.
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Earlier this month, a draft EPA report obtained by ProPublica showed that the first tests of the burn pollution
taken by Army officials inside the plant detected higher levels of some pollutants than previous computer
models had estimated. Arsenic was emitted at rates 37 times greater than what federal officials had previously
estimated when determining the burns were safe for public health. Lead — dangerous to children’s cognitive
development — was emitted at five times the level estimated to be safe. Cadmium, silver and methyl chloride
also exceeded previous estimates.

The new air monitor will be purchased by the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, with a grant from
the EPA, and will cost $26,000. It will mainly detect lead levels, but a DEQ spokesman says arsenic and
chromium may also be part of the monitoring.

According to the spokesman, the monitor’s installation has been planned since the spring, and is unrelated to
ProPublica’s reporting about the open burn practices in Radford. The monitor is being installed to comply with
new EPA guidelines requiring monitoring for facilities that are known to emit lead in excess of new federal
ambient air quality standards proposed by the EPA in 2015. In numerous interviews with the agency’s staff over
the past four months, plans to install the monitor were never mentioned.

Once in place, the monitor could provide the first concrete answers for a region that has been seeking them

more than a half a century. DEQ officials could not say when the monitor would begin operating or how soon
its findings would be available to the public.
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